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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claims 5-8 are objected to because of the following informalities: referring to claims 5 
and 6, both of the claims should probably depend from claim 2, since the limitation "the 
pivotable member" was first recited in claim 2. Furthermore, since claims 7 and 8 depend from 
claim 6, these claims are also objected to for at least the same reasons. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. Claim 13 recites the limitation "the positionable member" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim; the Examiner is not able to 
determine the limitation based on independent claim 9. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 9-12 and 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,454,080 to Fasig et al. (hereinafter "Fasig"). Referring to claim 9, Fasig teaches a 
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locking mechanism for coupling and uncoupling a removable component (60) coupleable to and 
from a computer device (12), comprising a leveraging member (54) configured to at least 
partially disengage a removable component (60) with respect to a computer device, an engaging 
member (68) selectively positionable in first (i.e., clamped) and second (i.e., undamped) 
positions such that the engaging member (68) in the first position at least partially engages with 
the leveraging member (54) in the first position, and a pivotable (70) member coupled to the 
engaging member such that pivotal movement of the pivotable member actuates the engaging 
member along a longitudinal axis (i.e., clamps along a lengthwise axis) of the engaging member. 
See Figs. 3 and 5a and the corresponding specification. 

Referring to claim 10, Fasig teaches a locking mechanism, wherein the pivotable member 
(70) is configured to transition at least one of the removable component (60) and computer 
devices between an operational configuration and a dormant configuration. See Fig. 7 and the 
corresponding specification. 

Referring to claim 11, Fasig teaches a locking mechanism, wherein the pivotable member 
(70) is electrically coupled to an indicator (i.e., LED) configured to indicate visually the status of 
at least one of the computer device and removable component between the operational and 
dormant configurations. See col. 6, lines 40-45. 

Referring to claim 12, Fasig teaches a locking mechanism, wherein the pivotable member 
(70) and the leveraging member (54) are coupled to the removable component (60). See Fig. 5a 
showing each member (54, 68 and 70, respectively) coupled to the removable device. 

Referring to claim 23, Fasig teaches a method of selectively securing a removable 
component (60) to a computer device (12), comprising actuating a locking mechanism such that 
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the locking mechanism actuates an engaging member (68) through a pivotable member (70) 
configured to selectively position the removable component between secured of unsecured 
configurations with respect to the computer device. See col. 6, lines 46-67. 

Referring to claim 24, Fasig teaches the method as claimed, wherein actuation comprises 
pivoting a pivotable member (70) coupled to the engaging member (60). See col. 6, lines 60-67. 

Referring to claim 25, Fasig teaches the method as claimed, wherein actuation comprises 
translating the pivotal movement of the pivotal member (70) into lateral movement of the 
engaging member (68) along a longitudinal axis of the engaging member (i.e., clamping along a 
lengthwise axis of the engaging member). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-8, 14-19, 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fasig in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,200,146 to Sarkissian. Referring to claims 1 and 14, 
Fasig discloses a system comprising a computer device, a removable component (60) engageable 
and disengageable with the computer device, and a locking assembly or mechanism for coupling 
and uncoupling a removable component (60) coupleable to and from a computer device (12), 
comprising a first member (54) selectively positionable between secured and unsecured 
configurations of the removable component with respect to the computer device and for at least 
partially disengaging the removable component with respect to the computer device, (see Fig 
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5a), and a second or engaging (68) positionable between first and second configurations (i.e., 
clamped and undamped, respectively). Fasig does not teach the first configuration wherein the 
second member extends through the first member in the secured configuration to secure the first 
member. Sarkissian teaches a locking mechanism (Fig. 4) for coupling and uncoupling a 
removable component (68) coupleable to and from a computer device (not shown), comprising a 
pivotable member (1 10), a first member (75) and a second member having portion (108), 
wherein the second member (108) extends through the first member (75) to secure the first 
member in a secured configuration. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to modify the second member of Fasig, to include a portion that 
extends through the first member, as taught by Sarkissian to reduce or prevent unwanted sliding 
of the computer component in the secured configuration. 

Referring to claim 2, Fasig in view of Sarkissian discloses a locking mechanism 
comprising a pivotable member (70) configured to actuate the second member (68) selectively 
between the first and second configurations. See Fig. 4 of Sarkissian. 

Referring to claims 3 and 22, Fasig in view of Sarkissian discloses a system and a locking 
assembly or mechanism, wherein the removable component (60) is a hot-pluggable device. See 
col. 3, lines 23-27 of Fasig. 

Referring to claim 4, Fasig in view of Sarkissian discloses a locking mechanism, except 
for the first member (54) comprising a lever pivotably coupled to the removable component. 
Fasig does disclose a lever (53) to pivotally couple the removable component. It is well known; 
however, in the art of locking mechanisms for removable computer components to rearrange 
parts where needed (see In re Japikse, 181 F.2d 1019, 86 USPQ 70 (CCPA 1950)). It would 
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have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to further modify 
the device of Fasig to include a lever on the first member thereof to lower and raise the first 
member where needed. 

Referring to claim 5, as best understood by the Examiner, Fasig in view of Sarkissian 
discloses a locking mechanism, wherein the pivotable member (70) is a knob coupled to the 
removable component (60). See Fig. 3 of Fasig. 

Referring to claim 6, as best understood by the Examiner, Fasig in view of Sarkissian 
discloses a locking mechanism, wherein the pivotable member (70) is configured to transition the 
removable component selectively between an operational configuration and a dormant 
configuration. See Fig, 7 and the corresponding specification. 

Referring to claims 7 and 8, as best understood by the Examiner, Fasig in view of 
Sarkissian discloses a locking mechanism, wherein the locking mechanism is configured to set 
the removable component in the dormant configuration during a transition between the secured 
and unsecured configuration, and wherein the dormant configuration is an unpowered 
configuration and the operational configuration is a powered configuration, respectively (see 
Figs. 7, 8, and the corresponding specification). 

Referring to claim 15, Fasig in view of Sarkissian discloses a system comprising a 
pivotable member (70) configured to actuate the engaging member (68) between first and second 
configurations, wherein the pivotal movement of the pivotable member actuates the engaging 
member along a longitudinal axis (i.e., clamps along a lengthwise axis) of the engaging member. 
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Referring to claims 16 and 17, Fasig in view of Sarkissian discloses a system, wherein 
the computer device comprises a server and personal computer (see Fig. 1 of Fasig), wherein the 
computer shown may be used as a stand alone computer or server for network. 

Referring to claims 18 and 19, Fasig in view of Sarkissian discloses a system, wherein 
the removable component comprises a memory component, which includes a disk-drive. 

Referring to claim 21, Fasig in view of Sarkissian discloses a system, wherein at least one 
of the first member and the engaging member is coupled to the removable component. See Fig. 
5a of Fasig, which shows both the first member (54) and the engaging member (68) coupled to 
the removable component 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fasig in view of 
Sarkissian, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,728,099 to Tsang et al. Fasig, as modified, 
discloses the device as claimed, except for the removable component comprising a cooling 
device. Tsang et al. disclose a system having removable cooling components (see Figs. 3 and 4). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
further modify the device of Fasig to include removable cooling devices, as taught by Tsang et 
al., since selectively removable cooling units are easier to repair and/or replace as needed. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: U.S. Patent No. 6,3 10,777 to Knott and U.S. Patent No. 5,923,541 to Yasumi disclose 
connector devices for a removably component having a knob coupled to the removably 
component. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony Q. Edwards whose telephone number is 571-272-2042. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-3:00) First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn D. Feild can be reached on 571-272-2800, ext. 35. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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